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During World War II, in the critical year 

of 1944, a public patriotic event was held in 
Central Park in New York City on May 21st at 
which Judge Learned Hand gave a brief address. 
His remarks were well-received and have since 
been anthologized. Portions of the following are 
shamelessly – in fact, proudly – borrowed from 
Judge Hand’s original address on “The Spirit of 
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Liberty.”

What is America? And who are Americans? It’s good to 
take one day a year to think about it. There really are no 
native Americans. There are only Americans who came 
here recently and those whose ancestors came here less 

recently. Some came in chains, it is true. To our 
eternal shame, they and their descendants had 
to wait for those chains to be struck off. But the 
essence of America and Americans is that we all 
came here from somewhere else, or we are all 
descended from those who came from some-
where else. And everyone who came was looking 
for something better than they had.

Now I don’t say that those of us who were 
born here ought to have inherited a thirst and 
a hunger to be free. But not everything we get 
from our parents and their parents and their 
parents’ parents has come to us by heredity. For 
we are all heirs of filial and familial legacies as 
well. If we didn’t personally come to this country 
from elsewhere, and if we don’t have a deep and 
personal appreciation of what freedom means, 
we nevertheless have a responsibility to consider 
what our ancestors wanted for us when they 
came looking for this elusive thing called liberty. 
If they are no longer here to teach us, we are 
nevertheless here to learn.

So what is this thing called liberty? What is it 
that caused so many to leave their homes and 
comforts behind to look for it in a strange and 
savage land? What is it that still causes so many 
to come looking for it today in a land that still 
remains, by turns, strange and savage in many 
ways?

Liberty is doing what you want to do, so long 
as it doesn’t harm others. It’s thinking, saying, 
and doing what you please, or just being your-
self, without having to worry that it will get you 
thrown into jail, or arrested, or fined, or deprived 
of an equal opportunity to participate peacefully 
in society and its institutions. But these liberties 
are inseparably coupled with liabilities. Because 
one person’s liberty comes at the price of being 
liable to respect the liberties of others.
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THINK ABOUT IT!

That doesn’t seem so very hard to comprehend. But it 
obviously is hard to live by, or else there would be no need 
for laws or government to protect our liberty and no need 
for elections and other Constitutional safeguards to keep 
the government from infringing our liberty. Nowadays we 
also have the threat of “rights,” a word that is often substi-
tuted for “liberties” but which is subtly different. We have 
so very many ways to deceive ourselves!

One of the worst self-deceptions is a kind of religious 
faith in constitutions, in laws, and in courts. Like any 
religious faith, it is a trap and a false hope. For liberty lies 
in the hearts and minds of us all. When it dies there, no 
constitution, no law, and no court can give it life. Here is 
the essence of liberty: to understand, to embrace, and to 
revere the principle that our liberty is constrained by our li-
ability. For liberty is not doing whatever you want. That is a 
denial of liberty and leads straight to destruction. A society 
in which the best people suppose that freedom is absolute 
quickly becomes a society in which freedom belongs only 
to the worst.

It’s not easy to define the spirit of liberty. It’s not easy 
to describe it. But the spirit of liberty is one which knows, 
to begin with, that there is something better than we think 
we now know. It is the spirit that seeks to further and 
broaden itself. The spirit of liberty is one that seeks to un-
derstand the hearts and minds of other men and women. 
It is the spirit that weighs their interests and sensibilities 
against our own, because there is more that matters than 
ourselves. The spirit of liberty is the sense that our own 
importance is not supreme but, rather, that it is the prin-
ciples of understanding by which we conceive of ourselves, 
our experiences, and our values that matter the most. It is 
the spirit that looks for the best, expects the best, and that 
forgives the worst. The spirit of liberty is the spirit that is 
not too sure that it is right. It is the spirit that never rests, 
and that never expects to rest, in looking for something 
better.

Admittedly, this is a spirit of an America that has never 
been, and which may never be. It will certainly never be 
unless the conscience, and the courage, and the will of 
Americans create it. But this spirit lies hidden in some form 
in the aspirations of us all, in the spirit of all those who are 
looking for something better, and who are willing to com-
mit themselves and submitthemselves to all that liberty 
means. It is in that spirit that we wish you all a Happy 
Fourth of July and to ask that you join us now, today, in 

pledging our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor to the cause of liberty, and 
especially to the cause of the first liberty, 
which is Freethought.

NTCOF FREETHOUGHT 
SUMMER CAMP

Amie Parsons and Marybeth Gill, along with 
lots of other NTCOF volunteers have started 
organizing a freethought camp for kids. They 
will be holding a day-long camp event on Au-
gust 30th at the Smith Farm, with plans for an-
other day camp this winter, next spring, and a 
week-long day camp in the summer of 2010.

This camp will be open to families within or-
ganizations across the DFWCoR. We are also 
in the process of contacting the Camp Quest 
leadership to see if we can turn this camp into 
a local affiliate of their organization.

Please contact Amie or Marybeth to sign your 
kids up for this year’s day camp, or send an 
email to:

camp@churchoffreethought.org
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JUNE FORUM CHATTER
The following is a sampling of the ongoing dis-

cussions held at the NTCOF forum through the past 
month- log on to add your two cents!

Susette: “Currently, I don’t discuss my lack of belief 
at work and just ignore any religious talk -- you get to 
know who is overly religious and avoid that person.  
When questioned, I say that I think it is enough to be 
a good person.  Most people won’t argue with that.  
That is my way of coping with those that don’t know 
me well enough to know I am an atheist and involved 
with NTCOF.  It gets tricky around Christmas.”

BrandonBlair: “The Universe is a big place; this 
small fish in a big pond syndrome is often assuaged by 
religious claims of ‘chosen’ status, or promises of eter-
nal bliss or sexual congress whilst the non-chosens 
burn in pitch and tar for all eternity. One thing that 
is integral to a church, along with the fellowship, is a 
sense of personal worth. Much like Brad’s Smell the 
Roses pieces, I propose a presentation displaying just 
why people should feel proud to exist.”

DrZach: “Would I rather send my child to a public 
school in Mississippi, or to a public school in Mary-
land? Given the average performance of schools in 
both states, I don’t think it’s a tough choice to go for 
the latter. But the choice of private schools is equally 
difficult. For every world-class pre-Ivy League acad-
emy, there are scores of small parochial and charter 
schools that are absolutely abysmal. I’ve had family 
members who have taught at both private and pub-
lic schools, and there are horror stories and inspiring 
stories on both sides of the divide. As with healthcare, 
I see the practical outcomes of trying to provide an 
essential service looking very similar regardless of the 
funding source... but what I find most interesting are 
the moral ramifications involved.”

KipBond: “Personally, I’m for the kid’s rights far 
above the parent’s rights.  I don’t think parents “own” 
their kids, rather they should be looked at as tempo-
rary guardians.  If they aren’t doing a good job, then 
other people have the right to step in and protect the 
kids from being hurt.  Not because the other people 
own the kids (nobody does), but because they are 
helping kids who cannot help themselves.”

Find more lively discussion at:
www.churchoffreethought.org/bb

The July 2009 issue of the NTCOF bulle-
tin was sponsored by Pro-Count, Inc, who 
will donate $40 to the NTCOF on behalf of 
any NTCOF member who enrolls and com-
pletes Concealed Handgun License training 
through this school. To sign up for the class, 

please visit:

www.chl-tx.com
Please contact the Executive Director if you or your 

business would like to sponsor a future bulletin

JULY BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP:
PRO-COUNT, INC.
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All NTCOF events can be found through our website 
calendar, or through our Meetup.com site. Please check 
these locations regularly, and RSVP through Meetup.

Social Luncheon: Today, immediately after our Service, 
join us for lunch and friendly discussion at Jason’s Deli in 
Irving, located just south of I-635 on MacArthur, at 7770 
N. MacArthur Blvd., phone (972) 432-0555. Easy driving 
directions: To reach Jason’s from the Holiday Inn: turn 
RIGHT out of the parking lot onto Esters Blvd., RIGHT onto 
Freeport Parkway, RIGHT to enter I-635 EAST. Exit I-635 at 
MacArthur Blvd., then RIGHT onto MacArthur, and RIGHT 
again just ahead into the Jason’s parking lot. 

Video Game Night: Enjoy blowing up bad guys, racing 
around the track, or saving the day? Come on out to the 
video game night on Saturday, July 18th at Zach Moore’s 
house, and get your fill of digital entertainment!

Secular Singles: The Freethinking NTCOF Singles meets at 
the Vineyard restaurant in the Hilton DFW Lakes Executive 
Conference Center in Grapevine (1800 Highway 26 East).

Women’s Group: Do you miss getting to spend quality 
time with female friends? Want a comfortable place to 
chat without all those pesky men around? Come on out 
to the newly-formed NTCOF Women’s Group, where there 
will be knitting lessons, conversation, and lots of female 
freethinking fun! Next meeting is Sunday, July 19th at 7:00 
PM at Brenda Magee’s home.
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Wouldn’t it be great to get to know better all the other 
freethinkers at the NTCOF? Did you ever wonder who 
else in the NTCOF likes backpacking, or knitting, or Robert 
Heinlein novels? Don’t you wish it was easier to get in 
contact with your fellow freethinkers than having to dig 
back through your email archives?

There’s a simple solution! It’s been five years since 
the latest version of the NTCOF Member Directory was 
produced, and there have been a lot of new members in 
the meantime. We’ll be updating the Directory this year, 
and it couldn’t be easier!

Just fill out the information form inserted in this 
month’s bulletin, and drop it in the Rainbow-Colored 
Box either today or at our next month’s service. If you 
would prefer a more electronic option, you can visit the 
information submission form on our website. 

Only those members who are willing to submit their 
own information will receive a copy of the Directory, which 
will only exist as a printed copy, and will never be available 
for download to the general public here on the website.

The Member Directory will be hard-bound and made 
available for a suggested donation of just $10.

JULY EVENTS

PROUD MEMBERS OF THE

2nd ANNUAL TEXAS 
FREETHOUGHT CONVENTION

If you were fortunate enough to make it to 
Austin last year for the inaugural convention, 
you know how important this event will be to 

the great state of Texas.
Please mark your calendars today and make 

travel reservations to come to beautiful  
San Antonio on Saturday, November 14th!

texasfreethoughtconvention.com


