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 For some, atheists are scary monsters to be 
feared and hated.  After all, “everyone knows” that 
“atheists have no morals.”  Like many beliefs rooted 
in long tradition, this idea that atheists are evil mon-
sters is seldom questioned.  When it is, it falls apart.  
Magician/Entertainer Penn Jillette puts it this way:

“I get asked by religious people all the time … 
without God, what’s to stop me from raping all I 
want?  And my answer is: I do rape all I want.  And 
the amount I want is zero.  And I do murder all I 
want, and the amount I want is zero.  The fact that 
these people think that if they didn’t have this 
person watching over them that they would go on 
killing, raping rampages is the most self-damning 
thing I can imagine.”

 Jillette states the obvious: people without a 
belief in a deity are no more inclined to hurt oth-
ers than anyone else.  Why would they be?  Are the 
people who claim that they need their deity to keep 
from behaving badly inclined otherwise?  Is it really 
only the threat of hell and the promise of heaven 
that motivates believers to behave themselves?
 At Biola University in 2009, there was this 
exchange between Christian apologist/debater Wil-
liam Lane Craig and the late atheist author/journal-
ist Christopher Hitchens, Craig saying:

“We’re looking for an objective foundation for 
the moral values and duties that we want to af-
firm.  It’s not a matter of whether we can know 
what is right and wrong or that we need God to 
tell us what is right and wrong, it’s rather that we 
need some sort of objective foundation for right 
and wrong.  Wouldn’t you agree on your view it’s 
simply the socio-biological spinoffs of the evolu-
tionary process and that therefore these do not 
provide any sort of objective foundation for moral 
values and duties?”

 Hitchens replied:

“It’s entirely possible that it is purely evolution-

ary and functional.”  And he added “One wants to 
think that there’s a bit more to one’s love for the 
fellow creature than that.”

 So Hitchens is perfectly content to suppose 
that “the moral law within” that German philosopher 
Immanuel Kant referred to – and that Paul men-
tions in Romans 2:15 – is a result of natural selec-
tion.  This is the sense of many unbelievers, that our 
propensity to care about others, beginning with an 
aversion not to hurt others, serves the purpose of 
pro-sociality that is a vital part of our species’ mode 
of existence.  Craig, on the other hand, wants an 
“objective foundation” for morality.  This would seem 
to be something outside of human subjectivity.  Yet 
at the same encounter with Hitchens he said:

“I think the fundamental way in which we know 
Christianity is true is through the objective inner 
witness of God’s Holy Spirit.”

 But if something is an inner experience not 
accessible to others then it is clearly subjective.  
For something to be objective it must be “inter-
subjective” or independent of who is perceiving or 
observing.  Biological evolution certainly fits that 
requirement.  But “God” and “God’s Holy Spirit” are 
simply not objective phenomena or concepts that 
are useful in making sense of such phenomena.  This 
is shown by the very fact that Craig travels about 
debating “God’s” existence.  Moreover, even if it 
could be proven – and even if all agreed – that some 
superhuman entity existing outside of time and 
space created the universe and humanity, which is 
how Craig describes his deity – which he then con-
nects to Christianity’s “God” – how would that solve 
the problem of morality?  It could no more provide 
such meaning than ranchers provide such meaning 
for their livestock, if the livestock were sentient.
 Now an honest person could look for some 
principle that might support morality in the same 
way that, say, Bernoulli’s Principle is the basis for 
aeronautics or Newton’s Third Law is the basis for 
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rocketry.  But it would have to be recognized that 
things like Bernoulli’s Principle and Newton’s Laws 
are, in fact, not objective things either but, rather, 
terms used to describe certain objective phenom-
ena and how we think of such phenomena.  Now 
there are a great number of facts relating to what we 
call morality.  But none that relate to deities.  All the 
efforts to organize and make sense of these objec-
tive facts have only ever produced, with some varia-
tions, two basic principles: The Law of the Jungle 
– Might Makes Right – and the Law of Reciprocity 
– Do Not Do to others What You Find Objectionable.
 The trend historically has clearly been a move 
away from The Law of the Jungle and towards the 
Law of Reciprocity.  And this has been playing out 
most dramatically in law and politics.  Yes, there are 
many inconsistencies and ambiguities.  But this is 
the case in the sciences also.  With respect to Ber-
noulli’s Principle being the basis of aeronautics, for 
example, one aviation professional observed: “Of 
course, anything can ‘fly’ with propulsion: a rocket, a 
barn door, an upside down airplane, a cannonball, a 
balsa wood airplane, etc.”*  Yet this hardly invalidates 
the principle of an airfoil that can produce “lift.” 
 There are many “little wrongs” that are sadly 
commonplace, everything from bribery and cheat-
ing in politics, business, academia, sports and 
personal relationships to email scams and other 
activities.  There should be greater efforts to steer 
the culture in a direction that will be less tolerant 
of these.  And better measures to protect against 
them should be instituted.  But with respect to 
“big wrongs,” almost everyone is like Penn Jillette 
in having little inclination to go on robbing, raping 
or murderous rampages.  Importantly, in the rare 
exceptions to this there is often some supernatural 
belief - of the kind Craig supports! - that is a motivat-
ing factor.  Most happily, there seems no reason to 
fear that our fellow humans will attack us to suck our 
blood, shamble after us wanting to eat our brains, or 
transform into aggressive wild animals.

* UAL 747 pilot Captain Richard Gorski, personal 
communication.
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